ABSTRACT. Eight new species of Astieae spiders are described: Arasia mullion, Helpis abnormis, H. kenilworthi, H. risdonica, H. tasmanica, Sondra bickeli, S. brindlei and S. samambrayi. Arasia aurea (Koch) is transferred to the genus Sondra. Remarks on relationships of Astieae are provided and distributional maps of studied species are given.
Genus Arasia Simon, 1901
Type species Astia mollicoma L. Koch, 1880 Koch, , p. 1158 . Arasia mullion n.sp. 
Diagnosis.
Abdominal pattern more contrasting than in other species of the genus, palpal tibia with ventral apophysis.
Description
Male (Fig. 1A) . Cephalothorax pear-shaped, covered with rather numerous white adpressed hairs-especially on sides and with scattered brown bristles. Eye field contrasting orange, AME area dark-brown, other eyes surrounded with black. Thorax orange-brown anteriorly with radial darker markings and darkening towards lower margins. Abdomen dark-grey with light pattern made of guanine crystals. Hairs few, white-especially on sides, and brown. Spinnerets rather long, smudged light-brown. Clypeus narrow, dark- orange with some brown bristles. Chelicerae long, darkbrown with orange apices, and with 2 promarginal and 5 retromarginal teeth (Fig. 1D ). Pedipalps yellow. Maxillae and labium smudged brown with yellow apices. Sternum only slightly narrower than wide, smudged orange. Venter blackish-grey. Femora I black-brown on sides, distally slightly lighter, dorsally and ventrally light-brown. Patellae I with dark sides, distally and dorsoventrally yellow, tibiae similar in colour, with 5-6 prolateral and 5 retrolateral spines. Metatarsi I with 2 pairs of long spines, yellow proximally and distally, the rest brown. Tarsi I yellow. Other legs more delicate and generally lighter, with dark patches on sides of femora, patellae and tibiae. Legs I densely covered with brown hairs, especially on tibiae and metatarsi. Following legs less clothed, hairs lighter. Palpal organ (Fig.  1B ,C) elongated, with ribbon-like, long embolus and distinctive ventral apophysis. Dimensions: CL 2.54, EFL 1.04, AEW 1.50, PEW 1.30, CW 2.18, AL 2.91.
Distribution (Fig. 2). Known only from Mullion State Forest (NSW).
Remarks. Only three species of Arasia are known: A. mollicoma (Koch) , A. eucalypti Gardzińska and the present species, all of them are tree-trunk dwellers in open sclerophyll forests. Arasia aurea (Koch) listed by Wanless (1988) is excluded from Adoxotoma and transferred to the genus Sondra (see below).
Genus Helpis Simon, 1901
Type species Astia minitabunda L. Koch, 1880 Koch, , p. 1160 Helpis abnormis n.sp.
Fig. 3
Type material. HOLOTYPE Australia: Queensland: Η, Mt Lewis Rd, 11.3 km by road E of Mossman-Mt Molloy Rd, 16°35'31"S 145°16'15"E, rainforest, 20 Apr 1998, G. Milledge, AMS KS38811.
Diagnosis.
Differs from other species of Helpis by very distinctive palpal organ structure, longer and thinner legs. 
Description
Male. Cephalothorax (Fig. 3E ) brown, eye field and median thorax slightly lighter. Fovea region, sides and anterior part of eye field with clusters of white hairs. Brown bristles sparse, more numerous anteriorly. Abdomen macerated. Clypeus brown with sparse white and a few darker hairs. Chelicerae brown with lighter apices, promargin with 5, retromargin with 6 teeth (Fig. 3D ). Maxillae and labium brown with lighter apices. Sternum smudged orange. Legs I long and slender (Fig. 3C ), tarsi yellow, other podomeres brown, tibiae with 4 and metatarsi with 2 pairs of ventrolateral spines. Other legs similar in colour but more greyish, proximal parts of femora lighter dorsally and ventrally, following podomeres with darker and lighter bands around them. Palpal organ (Fig. 3A,B (Fig. 2) . Known only from type-locality.
Distribution
Etymology. For abnormal palpal organ structure.
Helpis kenilworthi n.sp. 
Description
Female holotype (Fig. 4A) . Cephalothorax rather flat, generally brown, eye field lighter with white hairs, along thorax yellow stripe, eye surrounding black. Whole surface with quite numerous fine brown hairs and less numerous bristles-especially in anterior part. Abdomen grey-brown with yellow central pattern and with longitudinal rows of light spots laterally. Spinnerets long, smudged orange. Hairs sparse-brownish. Clypeus brown with some brown bristles. Chelicerae dark-brown, lighter apically with 5 promarginal and 9 retromarginal teeth (Fig. 4B) . Pedipalps orange, clothed with light, grey and brown hairs and with a dorsal tarsal spine. Maxillae and labium elongate, the former twice as long as the latter, both brown with lighter apices. Sternum smudged orange. Venter yellow. Femora and tarsi I yellow, other podomeres honey-orange, tibiae with 4 proventral and 3-4 retroventral spines, metatarsi with 2 pairs of spines. Other legs yellow-orange. Legs not particularly hairy, brownish. Epigyne ( Fig. 4C -E) very distinctive with anterior pocket-like cavities leading to short insemination ducts accompanied by accessory glands. Spermathecae pearshaped. Posteriorly single central pocket visible after epigyne is cleared. Dimensions: CL 3.12, EFL 1.30, AEW 2.02, PEW 1.82, CW 2.39, AL 4.68. (Fig. 2) . Known from single localities in Queensland and New South Wales where it has been found on tree trunks in wet sclerophyll forests. Helpis risdonica n.sp. 
Distribution

Diagnosis.
The species has a very distinctive light colour pattern and epigyne.
Description
Female holotype (Fig. 5A ). Eye field with orange contrasting spots, eye surrounding black. Thorax brown, darkening towards lower margin, white fine quite numerous-especially on sides. Whole cephalothorax with scattered brown bristles-more numerous anteriorly.
Abdomen beige with dark pattern, turning blackish on sides. Whole surface with sparse brown bristles, anterior margin also with white ones. Spinnerets orange. Clypeus darkorange with numerous white scale-like hairs and bristles and with single brown bristles. Chelicerae red-brown with 4-5 prolateral and 5-6 retrolateral teeth (Fig. 5B) . Pedipalps proximally orange, distally brownish, with numerous light and single brown hairs. Maxillae and labium brown with lighter apices. Sternum dark orange, darker marginally. Venter beige along median part, towards sides greyish, then yellowish with dark spots. Legs I orange-brown with 3 pairs of tibial and 2 pairs of metatarsal spines. Other legs generally orange but podomeres lighter dorsally, ventrally and around median parts. Hairs not particularly numerous, brown. All femora with brown dorsal spines, each one with dark spot at its base-like in the next species. Epigyne (Fig. 5C,D (Fig. 2) . Known only from type-locality.
Helpis tasmanica n.sp. Gardzińska (Gardzińska, 1996) but body much darker, cheliceral dentition different and abdomen with contrasting light pattern. In comparison to H. minitabunda Simon (Wanless, 1988 ) the accessory glands are located more proximally.
Diagnosis. Closely related to H. gracilis
Description
Female holotype (Fig. 6A) . Eye field anteriorly light brown, posteriorly with orange butterfly-shape patch, eye surrounding black with dark, rather long hairs. Abdomen brownish to dark-grey with light pattern of yellowish and white guanine spots. Hairiness moderately numerous, brown, anterior margin also with white hairs. Anterior and median spinnerets yellowish-grey, posterior ones brownishgrey. Clypeus orange with numerous yellowish and white hairs, longer of them overhanging towards chelicerae. Chelicerae red-brown with 4 teeth on both margins (Fig.  6B) . Pedipalps brown, lighter distally with a flag of light hairs. Maxillae and labium brown with lighter apices. Sternum smudgy orange. Venter brownish to dark-grey, laterally with longitudinal light pattern. Dorsal and ventral parts of femora I yellowish, sides brown, other podomeres lighter-especially joint areas, tarsi orange. Tibiae and metatarsi I with 3 and 2 pairs of spines, respectively. Other legs brown, femora with light dorsal and ventral sides and orange bands around other podomeres. All legs with contrasting dark spots around the bases of femoral spines. Epigyne (Fig. 6C,D) with a distinctive bell-like posterior pocket and with two lateral grooves leading to anterior copulatory openings. Insemination ducts long, curved, rather narrow, spermathecae oval. Dimensions: CL 2.70, EFL 1.14, AEW 1.82, PEW 1.61, AW 2.23, AL 3.64. (Fig. 7) . Known only from localities in Tasmania.
Distribution
Sondra aurea (L. Koch, 1880), n.comb.
Fig. 8
Astia aurea L. Koch, 1880 : 1167 . Astia aurea.-Simon, 1901 : 436. Rainbow, 1911 : 279. Roewer, 1954 : 968. Bonnet, 1955 : 768. Prószyński, 1971 : 379. Arasia aurea. -Wanless, 1988 : 118. Żabka, 1991b : 59. Platnick, 1993 736. (Fig. 8C) . Pedipalps dark-brown, cymbium distally yellowish. Maxillae brown with orange apices. Labium smudgy brown with yellowish apex. Sternum brown, venter dark-grey. Legs I dark-brown, proximal patellae and tarsi yellowish, ventral femora orange, patellae and tibiae with ventral fringes of dark grey-brown hairs, tibiae with 3 and metatarsi with 2 pairs of ventrolateral spines. Legs II and III lighter, generally brown with darker sides and lighter ventrally and dorsally. Legs IV with orange and brownish bands around patellae and tibiae, metatarsi and tarsi smudged orange, the rest brownish. Palpal organ (Fig. 8A,B Distribution (Fig. 7) . The species is common in eastern Australia and is found in rainforest leaf litter.
Remarks. Wanless (1988) classified the species within Arasia. It has, however, typical characteristics of Sondra: cephalothorax is box-shaped rather than pear-shaped as in Arasia, the epigyne lacks long insemination ducts, the embolus is short and the tibial apophyses is massive and complicated like in some Sondra species. The species should be classified within the Sondra nepenthicola species group (Wanless, 1988) . Sondra bickeli n.sp. Diagnosis. By the distinctive shapes of the embolus, tegular lamella and tibial apophysis.
Description
Male holotype. Eye field orange, eye surrounding black, except for AME, which is dark brown. Thorax smudged orange, darkening towards lower margin, with yellow median stripe. Abdomen (macerated) greyish brown with beige pattern (Fig. 9D) . Spinnerets dark. Hairs cover on body sparse, light and brown. Clypeus orange, fringed with scale-like white yellow hairs. Chelicerae orange, with 3 promarginal and 7 retromarginal teeth (Fig. 9C) . Pedipalps smudged orange. Maxillae and labium dark orange with lighter apices. Sternum yellow with darker margin. Venter beige. Legs I grey brown on sides, dorsal and ventral parts greyish orange, tarsi yellow. Distal femora, patellae and tibiae fringed with brown hairs, otherwise hairs not distinctive. Other legs gradually lighter. Legs IV with only traces of dark colour on sides of femora, patella, tibia and joint area. Palpal organ (Fig. 9A,B ) similar to some representatives of Sondra nepenthicola species group (Wanless, 1988) . Embolus curved, tegular lamella rather small, tibial apophysis massive, set in the median part of tibia, with internal and dorsal outgrowths. Dimensions: CL 2.03, EFL 1.07, AEW 1.64, PEW 1.50, CW 1.71, AL 2.07.
Distribution (Fig. 10) . Known only from scattered localities in New South Wales.
Etymology. Named after Dr Dan Bickel, Australian Museum entomologist, and collector of some of the material studied.
Sondra brindlei n.sp. 
Diagnosis.
Differs from the closely related species S. raveni Wanless (Wanless, 1988) by having a more rectangular posterior part of the tegulum, different tibial apophysis and different cheliceral dentition. The epigyne has a rounded anterior depression and copulatory openings are located more posteriorly.
Description
Male holotype. Eye field dark brown with 2 darker patches, eye surrounding black. Thorax brown with longitudinal orange stripe. Hairs fine, light and brown, rather sparse. Abdomen dark-grey with lighter herring-bone pattern. Median spinnerets yellowish, other dark-grey. Clypeus darkbrown, edged with fine single brown hairs. Chelicerae robust, brown, lighter apically with 2 promarginal and 8 retromarginal teeth (Fig. 11C) . Pedipalps orange. Maxillae and labium brownish, lighter apically. Sternum yellowish, turning greyish towards margins. Venter dark-grey with 3 longitudinal rows of light spots. Legs I rather stout, femora smudged brown, further podomeres slightly lighter-all lighter on dorsal and ventral sides, tarsi yellow, tibiae with 3 and metatarsi with 2 pairs of spines. Other legs more delicate, femora smudged grey on sides, lighter dorsally and ventrally, further podomeres with brown and orange bands, tarsi yellowish. Hairs on legs not distinctive, fine, light and brown. Palpal organ (Fig. 11A,B) Female paratype. Cephalothorax lighter than in male: eye field smudged orange, eye surrounding black, fovea region and sides orange, thorax smudged orange-brown with darker radial markings. Abdomen (macerated) similar to that in male. Clypeus orange with 3 distinctive brown bristles. Chelicerae, pedipalps, maxillae, labium and sternum orange, the latter greyish towards margins. Promargin of chelicerae with 4 and retromargin with 8 teeth (Fig. 11D) . Legs I orange, armed as in male. Other legs with orange and greyish bands around podomeres. Epigyne (Fig. 11E,F Distribution (Fig. 10) . Known only from localities in New South Wales.
Sondra samambrayi n.sp. Diagnosis. Embolus short, cymbium with retrolateral outgrowth, tibial apophysis is massive and spatulate with small conical outgrowth.
Male (Fig. 12A) . Eye field brown, eye surrounding darkerto black, thorax orange-brown. Abdomen with yellowish and dark grey chevrons, laterally with longitudinal narrow light and dark lines. Spinnerets yellowish. Hairs few, pale and brownish. Clypeus light-brown, densely fringed with whitish hairs and with single brownish bristles. Chelicerae dark-orange, with 5 promarginal and 7 retromarginal teeth (Fig. 12B) , frontal surfaces of chelicerae covered with white hairs. Pedipalps yellow at the base, remainder smudged orange. Maxillae and labium dark-orange, the former twice as long as the latter. Sternum yellow, darkening marginally. Venter with light and dark-grey longitudinal stripes. Legs I massive, generally brown, only proximal podomeres and tarsi yellow, dorsal femora, ventral patellae, dorsal and ventral tibiae fringed with dense brown hairs, tibiae with 3 and metatarsi with 2 pairs of spines. Legs II slender and lighter, dorsally and centrally yellowish, sides and joint area greyish-brown, ventral patellae and tibiae with dense hairs.
Other legs similar to legs II though slightly lighter in colour, not very hairy. Palpal organ (Fig. 12C-E Distribution (Fig. 10) . Known only from type-locality.
Etymology. The specific epithet is based on the place-names of the type-locality: South Australia and Mombray Creek.
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